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From the
E ditor

In my opinion, the human ability to 
forget, adapt, and move on is both 
a blessing and a curse. We take 
everything with a grain of salt, go to 
bed a little concerned, but manage 
to wake up and carry on with life, as 
usual, the next morning, whether it's 
Covid, a big natural disaster, racism, or 
body shaming.

Some people, on the other hand, 
choose to stand up, battle against the 
odds, and strive to make a difference! 
These individuals call for action and 
inclusivity and this issue of Hashtag is 
dedicated to such heroes of change. 
On the cover, we have actor and icon 
Kamal Haasan who says he has joined 
politics to seek change in the system. 
Struggling to make a strong political 
hold he says he will remain in politics 
as long as he lives and the fi ght for 
proper governance will continue. “It’s 
high time the world looks at politics 
differently,” he shares. 

Fat shaming and body positivity has 
been a global issue. Exclusion and 
frustration are nothing new for plus-
size customers. Ill-fi tting garments and 
limited inventory are just the beginning 
of their woes. The average adult person 
now wears a size between 40-42, but 
many designers and merchandisers 
still refuse to produce anything larger 
than size 38. The fashion industry is 
still quite reluctant to include sizes 
that fi t all shapes and sizes. Now, 
that’s gradually changing too. Indian 
founders and brands have embraced 
those curves. Read our fashion story to 
know more about these Indian brands 
that make us proud.

The deepening global climate crisis is 
also a huge concern that requires us 
to act quickly and wisely. Gas prices 
are soaring, and there has never been 
a better time to switch to electric cars. 
Electric vehicles are the way of the 
future, and if you're in the market for 
one, we've compiled a list of some of 
the most anticipated EVs to hit the 
market this year.

Another market that has been 
overlooked is pets. The country 
is steadily changing its attitudes 
thanks to all of the millennials who 
have become pet parents and brand 
founders. We are much more pet 
friendly today, from pet-friendly 
holidays and travel to fashion 
and companies. We feature some 
homegrown brands in this issue who 
are putting their best paw forward.

There’s lots more to look forward 
to in this issue. From homegrown 
Indian sneaker brands to local bazaar 
discoveries to Tiger Shroff on his latest 
fi lm, we have inspiring stories of people 
who are not afraid to act on their 
aspirations or dreams, like we said, the 
time to act is now…

Happy reading!

The time to 
act is now! 

Sinduri Vuppala
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EVENTS 
IN TOWN UPCOMING EVENTS 

JUNE 2022
   Shimla Summer Festival 
Shimla, the capital town of Himachal Pradesh, comes alive 
with the advent of its big annual celebration. Among the most 
prominent Hindu festivals in June is the Shimla summer 
festival and the place is fi lled with travellers from various parts 
during this period of the year, making the festival even more 
exciting. The festivalgoers are entertained by country music, 
dances, concerts, and other activities such as dog exhibitions, 
fl oral exhibits, and adventure activities. The scintillating Shimla 
Summer Festival has been held since the 1960s attracting 
people from all over the country.

Date:  1 June 2022 – 9 June 2022
Venue: Shimla 1-9

June 2022 

 Saga Dawa

Saga Dawa, also known as the Triple Blessed Festival, is 
an enchanting period for Sikkimese Buddhists, with rituals 
conducted in different monasteries all through the season. 
It is a Tibetan religious celebration commemorating the 
life, suffering, and illumination of Lord Buddha. 

Date: 1st week of June
Venue: Gangtok 

1
June 2022

Vir Das’s Wanted tour

Vir Das, India's best-selling English stand-up performer, is 
coming to India with a new exciting exhibit The Wanted Tour! 
He has visited 15 towns and performed 20 concerts and is 
now set to travel across India this summertime, as part of 
the tour. Vir has completed four global tours in 36 countries, 
auctioning about 3 million tickets. Now is the time for 
Vadodara to witness this fascinating event.

Date: 17 June 2022
Venue: Sri Sayajirao Nagar , Vadodara

17
June 2022

Sindhu Darshan Festival
Sindhu meaning river is another name for the Indus 
River. The Sindhu Darshan Festival takes place for three 
days in June in the picturesque mountains of Ladakh, 
by the shores of the Indus River. The river, according 
to the locals, is the primary cause of the town's 
tranquillity 

Date:  12 June 2022 – 14 June 2022
Venue: Ladakh

12-14
June 2022 

To get your events featured mail us at contact@hashtagmagazine.in
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THE

THE

THE

MAN
ICON
ENIGMA

MAN
ICON
ENIGMA
Kamal Haasan
In conversation with the living legend of the Indian 
fi lm industry, Kamal Haasan, Sinduri Vuppala gets 

you a peep into every facet of the actor’s 
multi-dimensional personality.
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Over the years, we have seen Kamal 
Hassan donning so many roles, which role 
have you enjoyed pulling off the most?

In any role I take, I put the best part of 
me in it with all earnestness, that is the 
real me! I am earnest about what I do, 
otherwise, I don’t do it! I won’t do anything 
that I do not comfortable doing. Therefore, 
I went into politics because I felt being 
outside of it makes me uncomfortable.

In your upcoming fi lm Vikram, also starring 
Vijau Sethupathi and Fahad Faasil in key 
roles, the audiences are expecting a power-
packed fi lm. 

There is enough power to sustain [laughs]. 
The luminance is there, but I think the 
power packing will have to be done by the 
audience and that, we are looking forward 
to! We are bright lights [laughs], however, 
we need your electricity (the audience’s) to 
burn bright.

The fi rst-look poster of Vikram featuring 
the unique trio piqued the interest of the 
audience. How was it working with Fahad 
and Vijay the young prodigy’s of the 
industry? 

It is really amazing to get so much 
admiration and love from your co-workers 
instead of mere, pure competition. They 
love me, and they love themselves, so 
they’ll take care of themselves, I just have 
to take care of myself.

TRENDING 
NOW

A glimpse of the ACTOR

"I DON’T HAVE TO REINVENT MYSELF. I’LL 
HAVE TO ONLY RE-INTRODUCE MYSELF 

BECAUSE PUBLIC MEMORY IS VERY SHORT."

You also have the most anticipated fi lm Indian-2. Tell us a little about 
this project. How does it feel to be reuniting with director Shankar after 
almost 20 years? 

Right now, we are with Vikram fever. I’m very sure that we will 
commence work soon.
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Bigg Boss has catapulted you to a whole 
new level of fame, your wit and humour 
have won hearts season after season. How 
special is Bigg Boss to you? What is the 
best and worst part of hosting this reality 
show?
I received a lot of criticism when I agreed 
to do or even started planning to do Bigg 
Boss. Some of my best friends, well-
wishers, and admirers held my hand 
earnestly and said ‘Do not do this!’ and 
I was in doubt. However, I had given my 
word, and Vijay TV has been very close to 
me, and I decided to not go back on my 
word. 

The reason for which I went into Bigg Boss 
was proven within the fi rst week itself. 
Talking to so many people at the same 
time, was also a political requirement for 
me. I found a fantastic digital propaganda 
podium! Of course, as a television channel, 
we had our limitations and I couldn’t be 
talking politics all the time, but I got the 
message through. Every weekend on 
Bigg Boss is equal to about 50 political 
meetings. 

Although, in a political meeting, you’ll talk 
pure politics and it will be hard-hitting but 
over a period of eight weeks, I did lots of 
propaganda for my party on our ideology 
and goals. If I had to do the same the 
old fashioned way I would have to go all 
over the state with a megaphone and this 
platform is equal to 200 times more. So I 
think I chose well, and I was received well. 

"I RECEIVED A LOT OF CRITICISM WHEN 
I AGREED TO DO OR EVEN STARTED 

PLANNING TO DO BIGG BOSS."
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A glimpse of the POLITICIAN

It has been fi ve years since the Tamil industry’s 
demi-god has become a politician. What are your 
plans and strategies as a politician? 

I am not accepting the position of a demi-god, 
being a rationalist [laughs]. I would like to be 
called a star, an actor, a movie hero, but not a 
demi-god, because I am in denial. I hate three 
letter words [laughs], similar to how people like 
four letter words, I dislike three letter words. One 
of them (God) is what you mentioned. I don’t 
mention it in my life!
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Your emotional packed speeches and knifelike language have 
earned you millions of followers on social media. Will Kamal Haasan 
reinvent himself for the 2024 battleground?

I don’t have to reinvent myself. You discovered me [laughs]. So, there 
is no reinvention here, I was already there and you discovered me. 
I’ll only have to re-introduce myself because public memory is very 
short.

"NATURE CAN PROVIDE FOR EVERY 
MAN’S NEED BUT NOT EVEN FOR ONE 

MAN’S GREED."

People should know where I come from. I 
don’t like to live a life in secrecy and talk about 
something else in public. Therefore, about 
politics, yes I have many ideas. It’s high time 
the world looks at politics differently. Ideology 
is great; ideologies have their strengths and 
weaknesses. However, the ultimate should be 
people. Therefore, one should choose the best of 
all ideologies. 

You are known to be a wordsmith and now given 
your charm and relevance on Bigg Boss you have 
managed to lure and win the hearts of young 
audiences as young as 15 and 16 year olds. Will 
this be an added advantage going forward?

We are in a vantage position now to look at 
politics with a new understanding and eyes. 
Now we’ll have to look at it, from the reason 
why the idea of politicking came into our mind. 
Above all, politics should strictly and seriously 
include the welfare of the world, the ground we 
stand on.

I am very proud to have a man amongst us like 
Elon Musk, but let us not think of colonizing 
Mars and Moon, and forget about the only house 
we have as of now in the whole universe. Politics 
should also think about that. 

Once again, I quote my favourite hero in politics, 
“Nature can provide for every man’s need but not 
even for one man’s greed.”
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A glimpse of the MAN

Its been more than 60 years in the acting 
industry, what is the fondest memory you have 
when you look back?

I came to this industry when I was four, or three 
years to be precise, and experience is nothing 
but the company you keep. I’ve had the greatest 
company; the greatest teachers and those are 
my fondest memories especially what I have 
learnt over the years taking precedence. I’m 
grateful that all my education has been extra-
mural, outside the walls of the universities. I got 
equivalent quality and knowledge and I had paid 
nothing. In fact, I was paid for learning. I’ll never 
forget that, I remember that gift with fondness.

Tell us some more about your recently launched 
fashion line 'KH House of Khaddar.' Your 
collection made its debut at the Paris Fashion 
Week? 

People are still skeptical. Especially, peers 
in the business think ‘Oh! Khaddar has these 
limitations.’ This fabric has been neglected like 
the talents of India, which only now the West 
understands and uses.

There will be a time when Khaddar will become 
an international cloth competing with linen and 
Egyptian cotton around the world. The true East 
India Company has started the business.
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"THERE WILL BE A TIME WHEN KHADDAR 
WILL BECOME AN INTERNATIONAL CLOTH 
COMPETING WITH LINEN AND EGYPTIAN 

COTTON AROUND THE WORLD."

Finally, does Kamal Haasan go to bed a content man each night?

Being content is enjoyed when you are aware and awake. I dream 
about the next day’s contentment when I sleep. But usually, I go to 
sleep tired. Contendness comes after, probably in the morning when 
you are sipping tea. That is the time you really think, I work hard 
to go to sleep as soon as I hit the bed. That’s a gift that my friends 
and people who work with me have given me. If things keep going 
wrong, people lose sleep. I’ve never lost sleep over anything.

What is fashion according to you? What are your 
future plans for the brand? 

I came from a village and my ideologies were 
based and built from there. But, it slowly got 
infl uenced by West, North, East and South and 
I am a compilation of the company I kept. So, 
my fashion house will refl ect that. We want to 
bring in the designer, Amritha, and more talents, 
and artists into it. We really don’t know which 
direction, but we know whatever direction we 
take, it is going to be fantastic, the journey is 
going to be very long.

You are all set to enter the world of Metaverse 
and will soon become the fi rst Indian artist to 
have his own digital avatar in the metaverse. Tell 
us more about your association with Fantico. Will 
your world have Tamil infl uences?

Basically, my eyes! People recognize me by my 
eyes. My world is Tamil, and that can never be 
changed, even if I live on the moon. I will bring 
and add diversity to the unity of the country.
In Fantino, it is very rare that your partners 
have equal enthusiasm. They either join having 
little or no experience or enthusiasm, or money, 
there’s never a balance. But this is the fi rst time I 
am coming across partners who have the same 
enthusiasm as me, and above all enough money 
to realize dreams.
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Batu Sawant shares the challenges of setting up Signal Shala, a school established in a ‘container,’ 

to Canta Dadlaney.

Batu Sawant, CEO of SBV’s 
Signal Shala

Traffi  c signals hold many unknown 
secrets, especially to people zipping 
by in their cars or two-wheelers. Can 
you recall the number of times you 
were irritated at little kids knocking 
on your car window, pleading to buy 
their goods? And can you recall how 
many times you would have thought 
about lending some money to help 
them? 

Some people like Batu Sawant, the 
CEO of SBV’s Signal Shala, is the man 
behind the successful operations 
of the ‘container’ school for the 
underprivileged. This was started by 
a Pune-based NGO, Samarth Bharat 
Vyaspeeth (SBV). While the sale of 
wares does continue in some cases, 
Signal Shala has made history by 
taking under their fold many children 
and educating them for a better and 
empowering future. 

What inspired you to take up this 
cause?
We had observed many kids selling 
a variety of goods at the Teen Hath 
Naka, for a long time. These rural 
migrants come to Mumbai with the 
hope of a better life. The state of 
these kids caught our attention. We 
used to see them sweating it out 
during Mumbai’s harsh summer 
months and getting drenched during 
the crazy monsoons. What caught 
our attention was their undying 

spirit and determination to continue 
making sales. This made us wonder 
as to how long they would do it. 
We wanted to ensure that the next 
generation does not continue in vain.

How did you manage these tribals 
who only speak the Pardhi language?
It was extremely diffi  cult and 
challenging. At the start, we could 
not decipher a word just like them. 
Our dedicated teachers took up the 
challenge of learning Pardhi and 
slowly but surely, we embarked upon 
this journey.

What made you choose the spot Teen 
Hath Naka?
There are about 22 roads which 
converge on this spot. This means 
more traffi  c and more earnings 
when the signal turns red. They 
caught our attention and had been 
living here since 2016! Their clothes 
were shabby, with knotted hair, and 
appeared as if they had not bathed 

for days, and they were trying to sell 
things! Who would buy from them? 
Our research brought to light, that 
ten tribal families had been living 
under this bridge for 20 long years! 
Something told us that this was a 
calling for us and the rest is history.

“What caught our attention was their undying spirit and 
determination to continue making sales. This made us wonder 
as to how long they would do it. We wanted to ensure that the 

next generation does not continue in vain.”
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How did you manage to convince their 
parents?

That was the biggest challenge. But 
our teachers took up the issue with 
the parents. It took a while, but they 
succeeded. At fi rst only 10 out of 
the 42 kids started coming to the 
container school but that reached 
to 42 eventually. We used to bathe 
them, provide breakfast, teach them 
to offer gratitude through prayer and 
then start their studies. Look at them 
today, they look hygienic, healthy and 
arrive at their school with beaming 
faces. 

How much of success do you attribute 
to your teachers?

They have contributed phenomenally. 
From the day we took it upon 
ourselves, we nurtured big dreams for 
these kids, but communication was 
the biggest obstacle. It’s unbelievable 
that our teachers learned Pardhi! 
Their dedicated efforts enabled these 
children to qualify up to the state 
level. Nothing could have brought us 
more joy! 

What about the curriculum?

Everything taught to these kids is as 
per the educational standards of the 
State. We have managed to create 
a well-equipped science lab to help 
them explore the subject in detail. 
The lab is stacked with the latest 
equipment. We even teach Robotics. 
We have left no stone unturned in 
ensuring that they are taught with an 
updated curriculum in all subjects. 
Signal Shala has also received 
accreditation from the Thane 
Municipal Corporation (TMC).

From one container to eight 
containers, Signal Shala has come 
a long way. How have you achieved 
that?

It was an uphill task for us, for the 
fi rst one and a half years. During the 
second year of our operations, two 
of our students completed the Board 
exams with 80% and 76%, that was 
a turning point for us. We were more 
than determined to take this forward. 
Today, our students are excelling 
in various departments. One has 
completed a Diploma in Engineering, 
and one of our boys has joined 
the Police force. There have been 
times when I have literally begged 
for funds. It was my job, but many 
folks turned their backs on us, not 
convinced that we would be able to 
take this forward.

What about other aspects, like soft 
skills, family values, social skills and 
more?

That was a parallel education 
we started along with academic 
training. I remember, we started 
with Diwali. We observed the special 
day dedicated to mothers. We 
taught the boys how to give gifts 

to their mothers. Some of them 
bought sarees and washed the 
feet of their mothers. Do you know 
what followed? Their mothers wept 
profusely. They told us it was the 
fi rst time someone had honoured 
them. We made them realise the 
importance of parents, family, 
friends, education, and teachers. I 
can proudly say, they have evolved. 
From watching educational videos 
to sports and robotics, these kids 
have been taught how to value what 
normal beings take for granted – a 
bath, clothing, nourishing meals and 
above all dignity of life. 

Are you looking to establish more 
such containers?

Not at all, the day we established 
Signal Shala in this container, was 
the day we had visualized shutting 
them completely in the future. We 
want these kids to become part of 
the mainstream academics of life, 
live dignifi ed lives. I wouldn’t want 
anyone to undergo their type of 
lifestyles. It's unimaginable! 

It is not easy to transform containers 
into schools, build science labs, 
special academic departments, as 
well as feed and teach so many 
students. In the past they have 
managed to raise about six lakhs 
but is that enough? No, it isn’t, but 
Bhatu believes in the power of the 
three words, ‘I am possible’ which are 
clustered in one word ‘impossible’.

So next time you pass by a ‘container,’ 
peep inside; you may fi nd some kids 
studying intently. 

“We made them 
realise the 

importance of 
parents, family, 

friends, education, 
and teachers. I can 
proudly say, they 

have evolved.”
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Bangalore is known for its greenery, pleasant weather, beautiful 
lakes, picturesque views and more. The city is also known for 

its vibrant nightlife and energetic music that makes you groove. 
Bangalore's nightlife is defi ned by vibrant dance floors, popular 
DJs, and cocktails. Take a break from your routine life and have 
some fun with your friends by partying at some of the popular 

night lounges or clubs in Bangalore.

NoLimmits Lounge and Club
Do you wanna bop to the latest Bollywood songs on the 
dance fl oor with your friends? I recommend the NoLimmits 
Lounge and Club, one of the most popular DJ clubs for 
partygoers and especially, Bollywood fans. The club has 
luxurious comfy leather sofas to relax and take a break. 
The club offers various cuisine which ranges from Chinese, 
Continental and North-Indian cuisine. 

The Sugar Factory
Sugar Factory is known for its vibrant art work and multi 
hued metallic chairs. It is famous for its offbeat ambience. 
One of the most attractive aspects of this club is the 
romantic poolside dinner with your loved one. Also famous 
for its signature cocktails, a must try with your friends! The 
club has a very lively and fun environment. 

The Loveshack Club
If you want to have an amazing romantic night with 
your partner then Loveshack is the best place!! The club 
is considered to be one of the best romantic places, 
especially the rooftop bar for couples to enjoy. This place 
is famous for karaoke nights and the music livens the 
environment. Dance gracefully and rhythmically with your 
partner, to the DJ and make the night a memorable one!

Here is a list of Top 10 Nightlife Lounges in Bangalore. 

This club is located at Brigade road. 
Address - 8, 2nd Floor, Allied Grande Plaza, Diagonally 
Opposite Garuda Mall, Magrath Road, Brigade Road, 
Bangalore. 
Timings- 11 AM to 11:30 PM, 11 AM to 1 AM (Friday and 
Saturday). 

It is located at Le Meridien. 3
Address - Le Meridien, 28, Sankey Road, Bangalore. 
Timings- 12:00 PM – 11:30 PM.

The club is located at Domlur. 
Address - 280, Amarjyothi Layout, Opposite DELL, Inner 
Ring Road, Domlur, Bangalore.  
Timings- 11:30 AM to 12:30 AM.
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Pebbles
If you are looking to have a unique and different experience 
to vibe with your friends, then Pebbles is the  place for 
you! It is a unique club with a jungle theme setup. The 
partygoers here dance to EDM, dubstep, and other genres 
besides DJ. This place has many wonderful food options 
as well, especially for foodies who are not looking for 
partying. 

Prost
Prost is known for its unique ship decor with the industrial 
pub set up. It is also known for its beer and is considered 
to be one of the popular clubs for beer lovers in Bangalore. 
The environment is very chill, fun and rustic and one can 
also have a good time dancing to the DJ on the club's 
rooftop.

High Ultra Lounge
Have you ever thought of partying 430 feet above the 
ground? If you want to experience an “over the world” aura 
then you must go to the High Ultra Lounge. The club is 
known for its panoramic, breathtaking views of the city 
skylines. It is said to be the highest lounge in South India. 
The club offers a vibrant dance fl oor to vibe out with the 
DJ. It also offers oriental dishes with numerous cocktails. 
Don’t miss this place if you ever thought of partying!! 

Ice
Have you ever experienced going to a VIP kind of party? 
If not, you should make a reservation at Ice. The entry is 
based purely on a predetermined guest list or reservations 
which helps the club staff maintain the crowd. The club 
offers you luxurious poolside seating which is considered 
as a key attraction among the socializers. It also offers 
shots of Vodka/Tequila. Loosen up a bit by engaging in the 
round of shots and dance to the upbeat music with your 
friends. 

This club is located at Sadashiv Nagar. 
Address - 3, Ramana Maharishi Road, Palace Grounds, 
Sadashiv Nagar, Bangalore. 
There are no specifi c timings for this club unlike other 
clubs. 

It is located at Koramangala. 
Address - 749, 10th Main, 80 Feet Road, 4th Block, Near 
Maharaja Hotel, Koramangala. 
Timings- 12 PM to 1 AM.

It is located at Malleshwaram. 
Address - 26/1, 31st Floor, Dr. Rajkumar Road, World 
Trade Centre, Brigade Gateway Campus, Malleshwaram, 
Bangalore. 
Timings- 12:30pm–1am.

The club is located at M G Road. 
Address - Vivanta By Taj, 41/3, M G Road, Bangalore. 
Timings- 11:00 AM to 11:30 PM (Sunday to Thursday), 
11:00 AM to 12:30 AM (Fridays and Saturdays).
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Happy Brew
For all the music lovers, if you want to drown in music all 
night, then Happy Brew welcomes you. The DJ is a key 
attraction of this club as the person adds modern twists to 
the classic tracks which cheer up the crowd. One can also 
make large friendly groups and conduct karaoke or singing 
sessions. 

Loft 38
The interiors of the club stand out, and are the best among 
other clubs in Bangalore. The combination of woody 
interiors that enhances the rustic vibe of the club and 
purple neon bulbs with raised seating and long windows 
steals the hearts of partygoers. Loft 38 is considered to 
be a wonderful place to spend an evening dancing and 
partying with your loved ones. It also offers various dishes 
ranging from American, Asian, Continental and Indian 
dishes. 

Now that you have a list of popular partying clubs in 
Bangalore, what are you waiting for! Start making plans 
with your loved ones and head to these nightlife hot spots. 
Let’s rock the party!!

Vapour Pub and Brewery
Vapour Pub and Brewery is considered to be a haven for 
beer lovers and cocktails. The club has an open terrace 
which is very scenic as you sip on your favourite drink with 
the beautiful view of the city in the background. During the 
break, sports lovers can watch a live screening of Premium 
Football League, which is considered to be the most 
attractive feature of this club. The beer goes well with 
Awadhi Chicken Tikka. It is located at Koramangala. 

Address - 40, 4th B Cross, Koramangala 5th Block, 
Bangalore. 
Timings- 11:00 AM to 12:00 AM. 

It is located at Indiranagar. 
Address - 763, Near Sony World, 100 Feet Road, 
Indiranagar, Bangalore. 
Timings- 12:30 PM to 11:30 PM (Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Sunday). On Tuesday, Friday and Saturday 
the timings of the club are 12:30 PM to 12:30 AM.

It is located at Indiranagar. 
Address - 773, HAL 2nd Stage, 100 Feet Road, 
Indiranagar, Bangalore. 
Timings- 12 PM to 12:30 AM.
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The popularity of the street style is surging like never before. Sneakers have 
become so popular in India that they have absorbed the whole fashion industry. 

The core of every organisation is to grow to meld with diverse cultures other 
than their own. With the emergence of hip-hop in India, there has been a 

matching surge in interest in sneakers. Millennials have the upper hand in terms 
of sneaker ownership, which they use to adorn their attire with some eccentric 

patterns. Bidisha Barik talks about how Indian shoe labels like Unhinged 
Customs, Sole Cult and Courtside are dominating this rising market.

RETAIL 
THERAPYTHERAPY

The popularity of the street style is surging like never before. Sneakers have 
become so popular in India that they have absorbed the whole fashion industry. 

The core of every organisation is to grow to meld with diverse cultures other 
than their own. With the emergence of hip-hop in India, there has been a 

matching surge in interest in sneakers. Millennials have the upper hand in terms 
of sneaker ownership, which they use to adorn their attire with some eccentric 

patterns. 
Customs, Sole Cult and Courtside are dominating this rising market.

Street Style with a Pop of Culture -

Homegrown Sneaker Brands
Ace the Sneaker Game

It began as a symbol of an acceptable fashion statement, but it gradually evolved into a tool of identity. Both 
high fashion and small labels are now attempting to keep up with the expanding trend in their own unique ways. 
The popularity of custom sneakers rose as people realised how unique and amazing it is to design their own 
footwear and wear it as a fashion statement. We should keep an eye out for these Indian sneaker brands!

RAJEEV RAVULA
Founder of Sole Cult 

Rajeev Ravula

Sole Cult customs are hand-selected, styled, 
painted, and decorated to produce an exquisite 
piece of art, from the base product to one-of-a-

kind alterations by an artist's hand. Their ambition is to 
minimise, repurpose, and reclaim, as well as build up 
the country's individualised streetwear culture. "There 
is nothing greater than being original," says Sole Cult 
founder Rajeev Ravula.

Rajeev Ravula, who lives in Hyderabad, is a passionate 
sneakerhead. Art has always piqued his interest, ever since 
he was a youngster. "Kanye West and Virgil Abloh inspired me 
to get into the sneaker scene," Rajeev adds. Rajeev founded 
Sole Cult as a pastime in 2019 and transformed it into a 
company in 2020 after some market research and studies in 
bespoke shoes.

��������
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RAHUL DEV
Founder, Designer and Photographer 

at Unhinged Customs 

Rahul Dev

With his zeal for art, Rahul Dev creates unusual 
lifelike customs. His talent for art saw him 
start painting shoes almost a decade ago. 

His renditions of pop culture icons such as Spongebob, 
Iron Man, and Pink Floyd, as well as the small 
individualised traditions he creates for his clientele, will 
leave you speechless. "We produce wearable artwork 
according to the topic of the client's choosing," Rahul 
explains. 

Rahul began Unhinged Customs as an Instagram 
page in 2016, and after growing disenchanted with 
the corporate world, he decided to turn his passion 
for art into a company in August 2019. Artists have a 
unique method of creating a beautiful masterpiece, 
which takes time; for Rahul, it takes between 10 and 
80 hours, depending on the subject at hand. Though 
Rahul does not specialise in any particular kind of 
art, he is willing to cater to the needs of his clients. 
"Anything the customer wishes. As long as it is not 
duplicated or disrespectful to anybody, I would be 
pleased to make art around it," he says.

����	�	���������������������������� ���
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SAIGUN GROVER
Founder, Designer & Photographer 

at Courtside

Saigun Grover

An avid lover and creator of music, Saigun 
Grover was drawn to the sneaker culture by 
the thrill of creating something from nothing. 

In his engineering college, he was also involved in 
the construction of automobiles. "Today, it's art and 
business," Saigun explains. He hopes to create a place 
of originality amid the country's developing street style 
with the custom shoe culture offered at Courtside. 
"We achieve that by fusing your favourite shoes with 
designs that actually resonate with you, something 
mass-produced sneakers seldom do," Saigun explains.

The evolution of India's trendiest street style has 
caught the interest of today's youth. Saigun's efforts 
in experimenting with a wide range of techniques 
and materials are refl ected in his sneaker line, which 
elevates the factory fi nish to new heights. He's also 
shown a strong desire to "create a skilled team so we 
can give our clients a one-of-a-kind design experience.” 
Saigun says, “Though it hasn't been an easy route, it 
has certainly been an exciting one.”

����������	����������	��		�

Level up your style statement by personalising your 
individual style that defi nes your aura with these 
amazing, contemporary yet native sneaker brands!
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TOWARDS EMBRACING OUR CURVES:  
‘PLUS SIZE FASHION’ AND THE 

INDIAN BRANDS THAT REALLY CARE
In the past few years, most news platforms and social media feeds have been including the word 

'Plus Size' on their websites and in their stores. Even famous fashion magazines seem to be following 
suit and releasing their latest editions with bold headings like ‘for all shapes and sizes.’ Mehak Walia 

captures the trend.

Such inclusions are a welcome 
move in an industry that has 
long been biased towards 
lean body shapes. At the 

same time, we must recognise that 
simply using phrases such as body 
positivity, inclusivity, representation, 
and diversity does not change the 
bias. Let's face it, despite these 
"so-called" industry changes, the 
commercially driven reality does not 
appear or feel particularly inclusive. 
Take a peek at those brands who 
actually care, as well as some 
prevalent harsh facts underneath this 
plus-size mask.

Is it really, plus-sized?
The average adult person now wears 
a size between 40-42. But many 
designers and merchandisers still 
refuse to produce anything larger 
than the size 38. The fashion industry 
is still quite reluctant to include sizes 
that fi t “all shapes and sizes.” This 
leaves the onus on us to fi gure out 

a way to fi nd something that fi ts. It appears that being plus size doesn’t seem 
essential enough for the industry to spend their resources in order to meet these 
sizing needs. This can often make people feel unworthy, and fi nding clothes, 
which is a basic need- an absolute luxury. 

(Source: Styl Inc,)

(Source: Stylecaster.com)
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According to study conducted by 
well-known online store ModCloth, 
75 percent of women worldwide are 
plus-sized. Out of these, 77 percent 
of plus-size women say it is diffi  cult 
to fi nd well-fi tting garments, and 
81 percent say they would spend 
more on clothing if they had more 
options in their size. Adding "plus 
sizes" is also a signifi cant business 
opportunity for most brands in terms 
of market value. However, most 
fashion companies continue to strive 
to condense the plus-size section 
by placing it next to the maternity 
section, making plus-size customers 
feel uncomfortable. This makes us 
wonder why brands are still avoiding 
this lucrative market.

Ironically, the word “plus-size” was 
also coined by the industry itself. 
This word in itself is patronizing and 
offensive. It exudes a deplorable 
feeling which is  equivalent to saying, 
‘Honey, there are normal sizes, and 
then there’s your size which is just, 
beyond them.’ The segregation of 
people into petite, normal, medium, 
large, or plus-sized can make 
shopping-which is one of the most 
beautiful things in the world- A toxic 
experience that is based on taxing or 
plucking away at our insecurities. 

(Source: PVD International LLC)

(Source: www.tikli.in)

Plus-Size Clothing is Laden 
with Rules 
If you keep up with fashion trends, 
you ought to know the rules for 
plus-size shoppers. These include 
avoiding bright colors, fi tting clothes, 
and basically avoiding anything that 
draws attention to you. It’s a rule of 
thumb that sexy and playful fashion 
is not meant for people of sizes 

above 34. People in this category 
are supposed to fade into the 
background instead of walking ahead 
confi dently. Such ideas have now 
metamorphized into ‘rules’ and they 
often discourage people of these 
sizes to experience fashion in the 
way that they would like to. 

Another reason for this is the 
unavailability of versatile clothing 
beyond the ‘M’ size, many brands 
may say that they have a plus-size 
section but this usually translates to 
‘a huge boxy tent that you'll probably 
get lost in.’ The most common 
options, are loose tunics and baggy 
jeans. By doing this, these brands 
make us all feel like our bodies are 
built wrong. Painfully enough, the 
shame around larger bodies is so 
in-depth in the apparel industry that 
brands often assign smaller numbers 
to larger sizes, just to encourage 
sales. Here, the goal of the retailer 
is to show you a smaller size to feed 

into our size insecurities, that smaller 
number makes you feel ‘thinner’ and 
shop more. Another such trick is to 
call everything above 34, plus-sized. 
If the average size of adult women is 
40, defi ning 36 as plus size does not 
make any sense at all.

Even Plus-sized Modeling 
Comes with a Long List of 
Requirements
One might even feel confused 
comparing the experience of an 
average extended size shopper 
with the ‘so-called’ inclusion that is 
showcased in fashion shows and 
popular media- They only promote 
hourglass or pear shaped body types. 
So, curvy models are allowed to be 
curvy as long as they have a really 
tiny waist and no cellulite. There are 
double standards within the industry 
that leaves us comparing and 
wondering. 
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Plus-sized contestant Khrystyana 
Kazakova who stood third on 2018’s 
“America’s Next Top Model” was 
thrilled to land a contract with a top-
tier agency. But this came with a 
catch, she was asked to put on more 
weight as she wasn’t ‘big enough’ to 
net the most competitive jobs and 
when she did gain weight, she was 
fi red for not gaining weight as the 
agency would have liked i.e., in the 
hourglass shape. The current cohort 
of plus-size models have ‘perfect’ 
proportions, with small waists, large 
busts, and juicy hips. Along with this, 
the successful models also have 
a sharp jawline, long limbs, and no 
muffi  n-tops or bingo wings in sight. 

As if that’s not enough, this makes 
room for stuffi  ng and ‘fat-suits.’ 
Molly Tellekson began modeling in 
2016 and describes herself in the 
“in-betweeny” category. To keep 
her modeling career afl oat, she had 
to use padding to fi ll out plus-size 
samples. She describes padding as 
a trade secret in the plus-modeling 
world that helps the industry achieve 
the hourglass ideal. It made her feel 
like a fraud. She comments, “It’s not 
even just Photoshop fake. I have 
literal pieces of foam stuffed into my 
Spanx.” 

All this adds to the pre-existing shame 
that goes with being bigger and creates 
an illusion of what curvy means. Finding 
a plus-size model with a fl at chest, hip-
dips, fl abby arms, and double chins is 
impossible- they hardly exist.

The lesson here is that the knight in 
shining armour that we’ve all been 
waiting for has to be us. People like 
us are making this change possible by 
changing these standards eventually. 

(Source: The Voice of Fashion)

Brands that genuinely care about 
inclusivity are also, fi nally entering 
the market to help us get there.

Meet the Brands that Really 
Care
With all the hypocrisy, it is also 
essential to highlight the brands that 
are doing a good job in making the 
industry more size-inclusive. Here is 
a list of the top Indian brands that are 
making us proud.

LastInch.in 
LastInch offers size options from 
XXS to 8XL along with custom sizes 
and the best part is that they don’t 
charge extra for that. The platform 
is built keeping curvy women in 
mind and the whole layout of their 
page will make you feel welcomed. 
Their goal is to offer modern, unique, 
and trendy designs for all sizes. 
LastInch celebrates women and their 
bodies, this is why their tagline is 
#madeforcurves.

(Source: @lastinch_madeforcurves)

(Source: @lastinch_madeforcurves)

Amydus  
This brand is built exclusively for 
plus-sizes. The size range is from 
XL to 9XL. The brand came into 
existence in 2014 when they started 
making comfortable pants for their 
customers. Today the brand has a 
family of 50k plus and has options 
for everyone, everywhere. The 
web is full of reviews stating that 
comfortable, fi tting, and good quality 
is their priority.

(Source: @Amydus)
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Urbanic
Urbanic is an emerging London-
based fashion brand with sizes 
extending from XS to 5XL. They also 
showcase free-sized clothing options 
for every shape and size. Even on 
their social media, they include 
models of different sizes to promote 
all sizes. The brand also features 
plenty of unisex options. Their gender 
fl uidity and size inclusion serve as 
wardrobe inspiration to all. 

Bonkers Corner
This Indian brand is an excellent 
platform to defy boundaries created 
by size or gender. They include 
sizing options from XS to XXL. The 
variety of options is a great attempt 
at building an inclusive size range 

Curvy Shoppers
This is a small but well-built fashion 
brand emerging on Instagram that 
promotes affordable fashion for 
larger sizes. They have a collection 
of trendy skirts, jeans, blouses, and 
even lingerie. The store has received 
excellent reviews from its customers 
and offers a variety of options 
to choose from. Popular Indian 
infl uencers can be seen spotted in 
their marvelous clothes.

ALL- A Little Larger 
The name itself indicates that the 
brand extends its clothing options 
to become a platform for everyone. 
The brand is a proud fashion go-to 
for more than 4 lac loyal customers. 
Their sizes range from XXL-8XL. They 
were the fi rst-ever plus-sized brand to 
be featured in the renowned Lakme 
Fashion Week. The brand trends with 
their hashtag #FlauntALLCurves!

for all shoppers. The sizes are 
comprehensively well-placed and 
genuine. There are multiple options 
available to help us get that perfect 
fashion look. 

(Source: @urbanic_in)

(Source: @bonkers.corner)

(Source: @curvy_shoppers) 

(Source: @curvy_shoppers) 

(Source: @curvy_shoppers) 

Conclusion - During the Italian 
Renaissance plus-sized body shapes 
were considered a sign of wealth, 
beauty and good health, and this idea 
has been eradicated by the fashion 
industry, and it’s about time that we 
bring it back. There is no true “ideal” 
body type and with brands like ALL, 
Amydus, Urbanic, and others, the 
hope of embracing the gorgeous 
curves and achieving a more 
inclusive society for everyone, has 
been rekindled- let this fl ame burn 
bright and high! 
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HEALTH

"For all Women related 
reproductive health 
issues, there is one cost-
eff ective solution - Yoga"

:Yogini Srishti

Hashtag talks to Srishti Kaushik who is popularly known as Yogini Srishti, a national gold medalist in yoga 
who is from Uttar Pradesh shares her memories and experiences about her successful journey of becoming 

Yogini Srishti with Rashmi Bhumi Reddy. 

About Srishti Kaushik
Srishti Kaushik is a skilled yoga 
practitioner who has expertise in 
yoga for women’s health-related 
issues such as PCOD, menstrual 
problems, thyroid imbalance, 
hormonal imbalance etc. She has 
been practising yoga for the past 12 
years with 5 years of experience in 
teaching and instructing yoga.  She 
is also skilled in different forms of 
yoga such as Hatha, Yin, Restorative, 
Vinyasa, Ashtanga and Laughter. She 
bagged the national gold four times 
for the School Games Federation of 
India (SGFI) and Akhil Bhartiya Games 
Federations of India.

Journey of Yogini:  
Born and brought up in Hapur, a 
small town in Uttar Pradesh (UP), 
in a joint family of 20 people. 
“Ever since I was a kid I had a 
natural inclination towards Yoga. 
I always wanted to become 
a Yoga instructor, and took 
every opportunity to go to yoga 
tournaments and won several 
medals too.” Her ambitions and 
passion, although unique, were not 
as appreciated or encouraged by 
her parents.

It was during the time when 
she had passed her graduation 
with fl ying colours from Daulat 
Ram College, that she had fi nally 
convinced her parents to enrol her 
in Moraji Desai Institute of Yoga 
to complete her certifi cation. This 
was followed by a Diploma in 
Yoga Science along with Ayurveda 
certifi cations.

Finally, her journey as a Yoga teacher 
kick-started in the year 2017. She 
had organized workshops in AIIMS, 
Delhi for doctors and patients which 
were sponsored by Decathlon.  This 
was not sustainable as she was not 
earning enough money to make it a 
full-time job.  As she made a decision 
to live independently, she decided to 
secure a corporate job in Gurugram by 
initiating an Online Yoga Studio.  As 
soon as she shifted to Gurugram, she 
started getting a lot of opportunities 
to work as a yoga trainer in some of 
the best gyms after approaching all 
the fi tness studios nearby her new 
locality.

Srishti Kaushik

Ever since I was a kid I 
had a natural inclination 

towards Yoga

''''
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Challenges /Obstacles :
Unfortunately, the COVID-19 
pandemic put a temporary brake 
on her journey, as all the fi tness 
studios were shut down.  After 
three months of the onset of the 
pandemic, the company which 
she worked for started laying off 
most of the employees without 
any compensation. Since then, 
she focused on her Instagram 
page ‘Yogini Srishti’ in an attempt 
to educate people about Yoga and 
Ayurveda.  

Later Srishti along with her partner 
Shivam launched a Virtual Yoga 
Studio. She started tutoring people 
of all ages through virtual classes. In 
the beginning, she started her virtual 
classes for just 2 students and within 
a year the number of students was 
increased to a total of 2000. 

Talking about what inspired her to 
start teaching yoga, especially for 

Baddhakonasana:  
It is also known as the Butterfl y pose. 
This pose helps women in relieving 
menstrual cramps and back pain 
during menstruation and pregnancy. 
The steps for doing the pose are 
carried out by tucking both the feet 
close to the groin. The feet should 
be clasped tightly with the hands. 
The movement of legs during the 
pose gives us the appearance of a 
butterfl y fl apping its wings.

women’s health-related issues, she 
says, “I learned so much during 
this period about Yoga and disease 
management because I was teaching 
people from all walks of life, people 
who were dealing with different 
issues and I wanted to help them 
manage these issues and live a 
normal life.” 

She also shares her personal health 
issues, and says, “I was struggling 
with some issues of my own, 
because of having a retroverted 
uterus. I used to face a lot of 
complications during my menstrual 
cycles and went through a lot of pain 
every month. What most people don’t 
know is that women with retroverted 
uterus tend to have high chances of 
contracting Urinary Infections and for 
me, these UTIs were so common that 
I rely on medication for consecutive 
months. Like all the problems in my 
life before this, I found the solution in 
Yoga.”

She adds, “With the help of 
knowledge gained from books 
and self-experience, I realized that 
there are certain asanas such as 
Baddhakonasana, Malasana and 
many more that can tremendously 
help with managing these issues. 
During this time I also learned the 
yogic management of other women’s 
health-related issues such as PCOS, 
PCOD, Thyroid imbalance, irregular 
periods, low fertility and hormonal 
imbalances.”

5 Yoga Poses for curing 
PCOD/PCOS 
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Malasana: 
It is known as the Garland pose. 
It helps to open the hips while 
strengthening the pelvic fl oor and 
abdominal core. It also enhances 
circulation and blood fl ow in the 
pelvic region as well as improving 
metabolism and digestion.  The 
pose is carried out by putting your 
feet slightly wider than hip-width, 
with toes pointing out while your 
elbows should push the inner thighs 
outwards. It is followed by the palms 
in Anjali Mudra to draw the knees 
apart. While stretching the spine 
upwards, push the sit bones together 
towards the fl oor.

Savasana: 
It is also known as the corpse pose. 
It helps you relax your mind and 
keep your cortisol levels in balance. 
Yoga for PCOS can help you de-
stress because stress is one of the 
primary causes of PCOS. With the 
legs comfortably extended and arms 
relaxed alongside the body which is 
followed by the palms facing up. The 
body should face up while lying on 
the ground. 

Her current goals: 
Having received stunning responses 
from the women living across the 
country, she decided to turn it into a 
regular program that happens almost 
all year round and it has been such a 
great success that she has been able 
to help thousands of women so far. 

By recollecting one of the best 
satisfying experiences of her career, 
she smiles and says, “By this time 
I had built a strong and supportive 
community of women on my 
Instagram page. I also knew how 
many women are going through 
these issues every day, and decided 
to start a Virtual Care Program 
to help women manage these 
conditions and live a healthy and fi t 
life.”

Future goals:
Her long-term objective is to 
normalise period communication 
so that women don't have to be 
embarrassed or ashamed about 
discussing their periods. Due to a 
lack of period talks and hygiene 
constraints, the situation is 
considerably worse in rural places.

Finally, she says, “Yoga is not magic 
but the impact it has on my students’ 
lives is nothing short of magic 
for them because they are able to 
conceive naturally, reverse their 
symptoms of these conditions and 
manage their hormones to the extent 
that their doctors are advising them 
to stop the medication as there is no 
further need for it.”

Ustrasana: 
This asana is also known as the 
camel pose. It helps you to overcome 
menstrual discomfort. Squeeze your 
thighs together and keep your hips 
above your knees. Inhale and reach 
your tailbone toward your knees, 
generating space between your 
bottom vertebrae. Lift your sternum 

and bring your elbows back toward 
each other behind you on another 
inhale.

Bhramari: 
This pose will help in calming down 
the mind from anxiety, frustration or 
anger and agitation. It also helps in 
self-healing. Practice this pose 3-4 
times every day. When you are doing 
pranayama, make humming sounds 
like the bee. 
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Haryana
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Haryana is popularly known as the land of agriculture, dairy products, 
and also delicious roti. Haryana people prefer simple food and their 

diet includes pure cow and buffalo milk, homemade butter, and ghee, 
which are included in almost every dish. The cuisine, although simple, 

depicts the culture of the state, and is a major attraction for every 
tourist.

1) Singri Ki Sabzi

3) Mixed Dhal

5) Kadhi Pakoda

4) Hara Dhania Cholia

2) Bajra Aloo Roti

Listed below are a few of the most delicious, and famous dishes from Haryana.

Singri Ki Sabzi is a popular dish 
in Haryana and Rajasthan. It is 
prepared by soaking singri in 
turmeric water and different spices 
are added. Singri ki Sabzi tastes 
delicious with paranthas. In some 
dishes, tangy fl avored dried mango, 
yogurt, and other spices are added.

Pulses are quite popular in Haryana, 
as they are produced abundantly. 
The Mixed Dhal dish is a blended 
dish of all major pulses like chana 
dal, toor dal, masoor dal, and moong 
dal available in the state, and 
cooked with tomatoes, curd, garam 
masala. This is a regular dish in 
every Haryanvi house. Mixed Dhal 
tastes excellent with jeera rice and 
paranthas. Kadhi Pakoda is a traditional Haryana 

dish, which tastes super delicious. 
Kadhi means yogurt sauce and 
pakoda means fritters made with 
onions, gram fl our, and seasonings. 
This delightful buttermilk curry is 
loved by everyone. To make the dish 
even more delicious, use yogurt 
made from whole milk.

vegetables, and spices. This tasty 
dish is served with rice or paranthas 
and is a must-try dish when we visit 
Haryana.

Green Channa is a vastly produced 
pulse in Haryana. The Hara Dhania 
Cholia is cooked with onions, some 

Bajra Aloo Roti is one of the regular 
healthy dishes in Haryana. It is 
prepared with bajra fl our, mashed 
potatoes, garlic, and a little garam 
masala. Bajra Aloo Roti is served with 
white butter and it is mostly made 
as a winter dish to tackle the winter 
chills in Haryana. 
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6) Malpua

7) Tamatar Chutney

12) Kachri ki chutney

13) Dahi Vada

11) Bajara Khichri

10) Besan Masala Roti

9) Methi Gajjar

8) Mithe Chawal

Malpua is a perfect sweet dish in 
Haryana. The fl uffy and soft pancake 
is topped with ghee, sugar syrup and 
served with rabdi. It is the people's 
favorite sweet because eating just 
one slice of Malpua is never enough, 
there is always a craving for more.

There are different types of tamatar 
chutneys made across the country. 
But the Haryana special chutney is 
spicy and is prepared with tomatoes, 
onion, garlic, and specifi c spices. 
Mostly tamatar chutney is served 
with pakoras and paranthas in 
Haryana food stalls and, majority of 
the houses.

Kachri ki chutney is very popular 
in Haryana and Rajasthan. This 
chutney is made from Kachri 
vegetable, which is a different 
type of cucumber that looks like a 
watermelon. The main ingredients 
in this dish are spices, yogurt, kachri, 
garlic, and onions. 

Dahi Vada is one of the famous 
dishes in North India. Dahi Vada's 
main ingredients are yogurt and 
vada. The vadas are soaked in water 
and put aside. Then the yogurt is 
sweetened and poured on them with 
chili powder and different chutneys. 
It tastes the best when eaten cold.

Khichri is very popular across the 
world. But what makes Haryana's 
Bajara khichri special is instead of 
using rice, they use Bajara (pearl 
millets). The bajara is soaked 
overnight, and is cooked along with 
moong dal in a pressure cooker. It is 
a healthy dish which helps in weight 
loss.

Besan Masala Roti is a popular dish 
in Haryana. Made with besan, wheat 
fl our, and lots of ghee. It is a type of 
Indian bread where other ingredients 
like Chili powder, coriander, and 
amchur are added for taste and extra 
fl avor. The Roti tastes best with sabzi 
or raita.

Methi Gajjar is a unique dish because 
it is both spicy and a little sweet. 
Methi and Gajjar are the main 
ingredients used for preparing the 
dish along with some spices which 
make the dish mouth-watering. Methi 
Gajjar is mostly served with roti or 
rice.

Mithe Chawal, also known as sweet 
rice is very famous dish in Haryana. 
It is made with Basmati Rice, ghee, 
sugar, and cardamom. Haryana is 
one of the places where Basmati rice 
grows best, hence this dish is a must 
try.
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FOOD INC / 
REVIEWS 

Hyderabad is a foodie's 
paradise. To make the 

experience more than just 
food, P Manisha provides 

you unique themed 
Restaurants and Cafés 
where the ambience 

complements the cuisine, 
creating an entirely new 

world to explore.

Themed restaurants in Hyderabad

All of Ohri’s collections are a must-try, do check out 
your favourite one among these themed restaurants 
compiled on the webpage; Ohri’s themed restaurants.

Ohri’s Group of Restaurants 

With over 40 years in the restaurant industry, and 
managing at least 22 restaurants, the Ohri’s group 
certainly is the pioneer of concept eating in Hyderabad. 

Their collection comprises the Ohri’s Gufaa which 
transports you into a dimly lit and spooky feels 
cave-themed restaurant. Take use of your wild and 
adventurous side and embark on an extraordinary 
dining adventure.

Visit:

Door No.5-9-30/16-20, Ohri's Cuisine Court, Opposite 
Old Gandhi Medical College, Basheer Bagh, Hyderabad, 
Telangana - 500029.

Call:

+91 98667 78006, +91 80089 04328.

Cuisine:

North Indian Source: ohri.com

Another one in the collection is the Ohri’s 70mm, “naam 
toh suna hoga.” Enjoy a dining experience in Bollywood 
style, where you can dine while listening to the latest 
Bollywood songs in a cinematic ambience.

Visit:

Ohri's Jalavihar, Necklace Road, Khairatabad, 
Hyderabad, Telangana - 500068 

Call:

+91 87908 77588; +91 98666 93539;
+91 99594 00038 

Cuisine:

Multi-cuisine - Continental, North Indian, Chinese

Source: ohri.com
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The Grand Trunk Road

This dhaba-themed restaurant is an ideal getaway for 
anyone tired of the city's hustle and bustle, offering 
a change of scene, a soothing ambience, and a 
delectable menu.

Visit:

Image Garden Road in Madhapur, Hyderabad. 

Call:

040 3516 5185

Cuisine:

North Indian, Chinese, South Indian
Source: dineout.co.in

Dialogue in the Dark

A socially responsible and conceptual restaurant 
where diners may experience the aromas and fl avours 
of the cuisine in complete darkness. Want to enjoy an 
out-of-this-world experience? This concept restaurant 
will lead you to your one-of-a-kind feast, with the 
greatest part being the surprise menu. This is the place 
to go if you're up for a culinary challenge. 

Also, check out their Begumpet branch.

Visit:

Image Garden Road in Madhapur, Hyderabad. Level 5, 
Inorbit Mall, Inorbit Mall Road, Software Units Layout, 
Vittal Rao Nagar, Madhapur, Hyderabad, Telangana 
500081

Call:

040 6746 0020

Cuisine:

SURPRISE! Source: Facebook- Dialogue in the Dark

The Fisherman’s Wharf

This restaurant is a wonderful spot for individuals 
looking for a vacation mood in ambience and seafood 
for appetite. It is a Goan restaurant both in theme and 
authenticity of the meals. A must-try for anyone who 
enjoys the beach.

Visit:

#9-1, Sy. No. 304, ISB Road, Financial District, 
Gachibowli, Hyderabad – 500077

Call:

+91 9100332244 / +91 9100666616

Cuisine:

Goan cusine, Bar.
Source: http://thefi shermanswharf.in/
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Robot Kitchen

The Robot Kitchen, a restaurant that will undoubtedly 
take you to a sci-fi  universe with its robot-waiters, is 
a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Expect to have a jaw-
dropping encounter with robots wishing you a "Happy 
Meal" with the low light atmosphere, faint music, and 
robots zooming past your tables.

Visit:

2nd Floor, Alcazar Mall, Rd Number 36, Jubilee Hills, 
Hyderabad, Telangana 500033

Call:

096184 82233

Cuisine:

North Indian, Indi-Chinese, Thai
Source: Robot Kitchen’s Instagram page

Sahib Sind Sultan – Journey 1853

This Vintage railway-themed restaurant that takes you 
to the British Era, is a perfect place for a family dinner. 
The classy atmosphere is a pleasant distraction from 
the equally great food blended with Nizami fl avours. 
The beautiful seating is like royal railway carriages.

Visit:

5th Floor, City Center Mall, Road 1, Banjara Hills, 
Hyderabad, Telangana 500034

Call:

040 6668 3337

Cuisine:

North Indian, Mughlai Source: Sahib Sind Sultan Journey 1853 Facebook page

Khaidi Kitchen

Khaidi Kitchen is the place to go for eccentric 
gastronomers looking for a fun experience. Get your 
meals served in a lockup cell and enjoy a dinner of 
confi nement yet freedom of varied fl avours in a prison 
atmosphere with waiters and managers costumed as 
Khaidis and jailers.

Visit:

286/A, Main Road, MLA Colony, Banjara Hills, 
Hyderabad, Telangana 500034 

Cuisine:

Continental, Italian, North Indian, and Chinese dishes – 
Veg Only

Source: lbb
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Maa Ooru Biryani

As the name depicts, a wholesome authentic Telugu-
style meal is the highlight of this village-themed 
restaurant. Get nostalgic with memories of your 
birthplace and deliciously cooked meals served in 
traditional banana leaves, dried leaf bowls, and a spot 
adorned with bamboo chairs and lanterns.

Visit:

MIG-423, Rd Number 4, K P H B Phase 3, Kukatpally, 
Hyderabad, Telangana 500072

Call:

084658 16845

Cuisine:

Biryani, Andhra Cuisine
Source: Maa Ooru Biryani facebook page

La Vie En Rose Café

With an all-pink atmosphere and a fantastic location 
for Instagram-worthy images, a fl oral-inspired café 
is constructed that presents a perfect environment 
for a date or a romantic trip. The food and beverage 
selection compliments the café's ambiance while also 
pleasing foodies.

Visit:

Plot 32 , second fl oor, Rukminipuri Colony, Sainikpuri, 
Secunderabad, Telangana 500094

Call:

040 3559 2634

Cuisine:

Café, Beverages.
Source: La Vie En Rose Café Instagram

Cloud Dining

Cloud eating warrants a spot on this list, despite being 
a touch off-kilter from themed restaurants. Cloud 
eating is a touch pricey, but it's a worthwhile adventure 
and once-in-a-lifetime event that will undoubtedly 
earn a spot on your bucket list. The feature of this 
restaurant is a three-course meal served with 25 other 
people at 160 feet above the ground and a lifetime of 
cherished memories.

Visit:

Survey No: 68 ABC, Hitech City Rd, opposite 
Shilparamam, HITEC City, Madhapur, Telangana 
500081

Call:

+919154026385

Cuisine:

3-course Veg/Nonveg Meal fi xed menu

Special Mention:
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Here are some of 

the EV cars to watch 

out for in 2022

Fully electric vehicles are better for the environment because fuel cars are damaging the environment with the noise and air pollution. 
To protect the environment from further damage automobile companies have come up with these new innovative electric cars which 

are affordable in price and equipped with the latest specifi cations. Electric vehicles are the future now and if you are planning to buy a 
new EV car, we have listed some of the upcoming EV cars launching this year in the automobile market.

Several electric cars are releasing this year. Here are some of the electric cars to watch out for.

Why are Electric Cars better than fuel 
cars? 
1. Electric cars are better than fuel cars as the maintenance 

cost is cheaper due to the simple structure and 
specifi cations. 

2. Electric cars are silent functioning vehicles because the 
vehicles run on electric motors instead of engines and this 
functioning reduces noise pollution as well.

3. If you buy an EV you don’t have to worry about the varying 
fuel prices in the country. You can conveniently charge the 
vehicle at your home. With fast charging options, the car 
will be fully charged in 60 mins.

4. EVs are easy to drive because they are gearless and they 
come with a set of pedals for increasing or decreasing the 
speed.

5. As EVs are the future of the transport system, some 
government systems are providing incentives to the ones 
who are buying an EV.

New Electric Cars Releasing Soon

Tata Tiago EV
Tata Tiago EV was showcased at 
the 2018 Auto Expo Event. This is an 
electric car with a charging setup and a 
battery-powered mechanism. The Tata 
Tiago Electric version will be launched 
offi  cially somewhere around Mid June 
2022. The Tiago EV is expected to come 
with a 30kW electric motor with fast 
charging support. The Top speed of this 
vehicle is 100kmph with a 130km range 
on a full charge. 

Launch Date: Mid June 
2022(Expected), Price: Rs 5-7 Lakhs
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 Mahindra eKUV 100
Mahindra eKUV 100 will lead the 
electric car line up in Mahindra 
Company. The car comes with a 
six-seat setup with connectivity 
features like remote diagnostics, 
cabin pre-cooling, and real-time 
location. The powering of the vehicle 
is a 30kW Lithium-ion battery, and it 
can cover 140kms on a full charge. 
The battery charges very quickly in 
less than an hour. 

Launch Date: Mid-June 2022. 
Price: Rs 8-10 Lakhs

Hyundai Kona Electric
Hyundai Kona Electric is one of the 
electric cars to watch out for. The car 
is expected to release on the market 
during August. Hyundai Kona is 
equipped with a 39.2 kWh lithium-ion 
battery which will be able to deliver 
a range of 452 Kilometers on a full 
charge. The car comes with extra 
safety with six airbags and the latest 
specifi cations like sensors, cameras, 
and driving mode.

Launch date: August 2022. 
Price: Rs 24 Lakhs

Kia EV6
The new Kia EV6 is the fi rst electric vehicle 
from Kia in India. The interesting features of 
this car are that EV6 is a premium car with 
wireless Apple Carplay and Android Auto with 
an 800V charging system and UVO Connect. 
The 14-Speaker Meridian audio system along 
with a panoramic sunroof and automatic 
climate control in the car makes it one of the 
futuristic electric cars to look out for. Kia EV6 
battery can be fully charged in half an hour 
when it is connected to a 350KW fast charger. 

Launch Date: 15th June 2022. 
Price: Rs 65 Lakhs
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Tata Altroz EV
Tata company showcased the 
electric variant of the Altroz car at 
the Geneva Motor Show in 2019. 
The car is expected to have some 
features from Nexon EV in terms 
of PDU, and battery pack. But the 
slight difference between the Altroz 
and Nexon is that Altroz will receive 
a different power output and the 
driving range is also increased to 
300Kms on a single charge. 

Launch Date: Mid 2022. 
Price: Rs 10 Lakhs

Mercedes Benz EQA
Mercedes Benz EQA is expected 
to release in India in May 2022. 
The car comes with international 
specifi cations like a 66.5kWH battery 
pack with a driving range of 426Kms 
on a single charge. The charging time 
for 10 to 80 percent is done in just 
30 minutes with an output of 100kW 
with fast charging. If it is charged in 
charging stations it would take at least 
5 to 6 hours to fully charge. 

Launch Date: May 2022. 
Price: Rs 60 Lakhs

These are all the electric cars that will be released in 2022. Along with them, Tata Nexon EV, Audi 
E-Tron, MG ZS EV, and Jaguar I-Pace are also releasing very soon. Electric cars are no longer a gimmick 
now, soon they are going to take over transportation and reduce the pollution on the planet. 

Maruti WagnoR EV
Maruti WagnoR has been sent to test 
drives on Indian roads recently and 
very soon it will be released in the 
market. The WagnoR EV is expected to 
have a driving range of 180kms on a 
single charge. The battery charges up 
to 80% in an hour with fast charging 
capabilities. The car comes with Apple 
Car Play, Android Auto, rear parking 
sensors with a camera, dual front 
airbags, and electric folding ORVMS.  

Launch Date: May or June 2022. 
Price: Rs 10 Lakhs
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ARTS AND 
THEATRE

Modern Healing
Mandala 

as Art 
Therapy

Divya Vallabhaneni takes us through a complete 
understanding of mandala art, its history, and why 
psychiatrists claim art is therapeutic. 

W
e all know of and consider art as a hobby 
one practises, as an interest one pursues 
and as a skill one masters. A not so popular 
perspective regarding art that is now gaining 
attention is the belief that art is therapeutic 

as well. Mandala art is one such therapeutic form, that has 
gained a lot of audience and popularity over the last few years, 
with the recent lockdowns acting as a catalyst in popularising 
this art. 

The History of Mandala Art
Mandala art is a circular form of art that emerged a very 
long time ago, but the exact origin of this art is not known. 
History says that this art has existed in various forms, such 
as being sculpted as part of temple architecture, as rangoli, as 
paintings in meditation rooms, and as designs that represented 
sacredness. Over the years, awareness and fondness for this 
symmetrical art grew and now this art is practised in various 
mediums, of which circular pattern mandala and dot mandala 
are the most popular.

Why is Mandala Art So Popular?
Mandala art is highly symmetrical, making it eye-pleasing and 
satisfying, thus making it an art that many want to try their 
hands on. But can anyone with zero knowledge or no practice 
of drawing previously also try mandala? Artist Amrutha Routhu, 
from Hyderabad, says , "Yes! Mandala art is one such art form 
that is very easy to begin with and any person regardless of 
age or knowledge can start doing it. Acrylic painting can be 
quite diffi  cult to learn, but all that mandala art needs is a little 
interest and guidance. The art is so satisfying and relaxing that 
even gazing at the art feels calming to the mind,” she says. 

The Spiritual Meaning of Mandala Art 
Buddhist cultures believe that the mandala designs are 
symbols of the universe represented with those circles. They 
also believe that the centre of the circle holds the energy, 
which is why mandala circles are seen as energy circles, whose 
purpose is to heal and enlighten minds. 
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Forms of Mandala Art
One popular form of mandala besides the regular circular 
mandala is dot mandala.

Dot mandala is a form of circular mandala, but unlike the 
patterns in the actual mandala, dot mandala utilizes dots of 
different sizes to form the design. The beauty of this mandala 
is most evident when these dots are of colour rather than be 
monochromatic.

The art took various mediums like bookmarks, glass bottles, 
keychains, and ceramic mugs. Dot mandala artist Adeline, 
from Bangalore, says, “Patience is the key to achieve a good 
dot mandala art and you can choose any medium basing 
your interest. Unlike the regular pencil and pen mandala, dot 
mandala is done using dotting tools and spray paints and 
requires a lot of concentration.” 

Why Are Mandalas So Pleasing To The Eye and 
Soothing to the Mind? 
Many Psychiatrists suggest art as a form of therapy and 
mandala art is just one such form, proven to be therapeutic 
because of its symmetrical designs and intricate details. 
Therefore, the process of creating a mandala itself is claimed 
to be calming to the mind; when people complete this art, they 
feel a sense of satisfaction and relaxation.

Psychiatrist Fareed Omar of Bangalore says, “Engaging in 
creative activities has proven to be benefi cial to patients with 
mental illness. Art has proven to bring out feelings in people, 
which otherwise were diffi  cult to express through dialogue. Art 
in therapy is soothing and its meditative effects are diffi  cult 
to explain and are underestimated. Mandala art offers such 
anonymity, privacy and sense of community to those who 
engage in it.”

Many schools too are now introducing mandala art and 
colouring books to their classes. A lot of working professionals 
also fi nd colouring mandalas quite relaxing. 

To conclude, art always is a form of expression and expressing 
art that helps one heal from within is deeply satisfying. One 
such art is the mandala art and with no specifi c expertise 
needed to learn this art, it stands out to be worth trying.
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Online shopping saves 
time and money, but 

walking on the streets to 
buy that one accessory 

that matches your 
dress, or that one fancy 
home decor, brings so 
much more joy. We are 
completely relying on 
online shopping and 

forgot how we used to 
shop on the streets. I 

can’t describe it in words 
but I can tell from my 
experience it is `the 

happiness in exhaustion.’  

TRAVEL

MuST vISIT BAZAArS IN 
HYDErABAD

CHUDI BAZAAR OR LAAD BAZAAR: 
Chudi Bazaar is famous for Chudi or bangles, also 
called laad bazaar, has a history of 200 years, and is a 
bridge to the past and present. One doesn’t just fi nd 
bangles here, you can also fi nd earrings, accessories, 
and crockery. If you like ethnic silverware you should 
visit laad bazaar. Traditional Khara dupattas (wedding 
dress of Hyderabadi Muslim women) are one of the 
specialties of laad bazaar. My suggestion is to wear 
comfortable footwear, carry a bag and shop till you 
drop in the evening hours. 

PERFUME MARKET:
People remember you with your fragrance. It plays 
a huge role in showcasing your personality. If you 
are looking for a scent that creates such an impact, 
you must go shopping in the perfume market. The 
perfume here is called itar. It has a strong scent, 
so buy only if you are resistant to such scents. The 
fragrances are divergent, like jasmine, chocolate, 
saffron and many more. Some of the shops here are 
centuries old and the businesses have been passed 
down through many generations in the family. 

Location: Char Kaman, on the west corner of 
Charminar. 
Timings: 11 AM to 10.30 PM every day.

Location: between the Laad Bazaar and Moti Chowk.
Timings: 11 AM to 10.30 PM
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SULTAN BAZAAR: 
Sultan Bazaar is one of the oldest bazaars of 
Hyderabad, it is named after the nawab of that area 
Syed Sultanuddin. It is famous for women’s clothing 
and jewelry, especially silver jewelry. It offers almost 
everything, ranging from the latest trends in clothing 
to traditional attires, from street vendors to big 
showrooms sultan bazaar surprises you with its 
charm and beauty. 

JAMBAGH FLOWER MARKET:
The Jambagh market is not just a market, it is a 
garden full of fresh fl owers of almost every kind, 
ranging from roses to lilies and other fl owers. You 
can get fl owers for any occasion at a wholesale price 
and a little bit of bargain will do the job. Visiting in 
the morning hours might help, as it is prime time and 
the prices are low.

SUNDAY BOOK BAZAAR AT ABIDS:
A paradise for book lovers, the prices of books here 
begin at INR 20. Some of these books are gems and 
cost as little as INR 50. Though most of the books 
are second hand, they are in a good condition. But, 
check the book thoroughly before buying it. The 
market is fi lled with books on Sundays, and it is 
a delight to walk on the streets and fi nd amazing 
books.

BEGUM BAZAAR:
It is the busiest bazaar I have ever visited! It sells 
articles at wholesale prices which attracts individual 
buyers and wholesale dealers from all over the 
country to visit this bazaar. From household items 
and kitchenware, to perfumes and cosmetics, from 
dry fruits to gold and silver, name it you can fi nd it in 
this Bazaar. 

Location: Koti 
Timings: 10 AM to 6 PM. 

Location: Jam Bagh 
Timings: 6:00 AM to 6:00 PM.

Location: Footpath stretching from Chermas, Abids 
towards General Post Offi  ce. 
Timings: 11 AM to 6.30 PM

Location: near Afzal Gunj, Begum
Timings: 10 AM to 11 PM
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JUMMERAT BAZAAR:
Jummerat bazaar is an 80-year-old fl ea market. 
Literally, you can fi nd anything here, from safety pins 
to electronics, to antique watches, shoes, furniture, 
2000s video games, and many more. This bazaar 
opens every Thursday, in Muslim Jung Pul and Purana 
Pul of the old city. People from across the city come 
here to buy things. Though most of them are second 
hand, they are a decent deal. It is also called as chor
market because they also sell stolen things here. Be 
careful while shopping here and try to carry a limited 
amount of cash with you.

POT MARKET:
If you are looking for necklaces, bracelets, chains, 
and imitation jewelry, then the Pot market is the 
place to visit. It also sells unique jewelry, beautiful 
pots, and other Hyderabadi accessories like bidari 
craft (designing on an iron article with gold and 
silver).

General bazaar:
The general bazaar is in Secunderabad, it is your 
one-stop destination if you want to buy clothes, 
handbags, footwear, household items, and many 
more. The huge collection of chiffon, brocade and 
Pochampally fabrics make General Bazaar one of the 
best places to shop for dress materials. The things 
here are affordable and durable.

Nampally Market:
If you love ethnic stuff then Nampally market is 
your go-to place, it is pocket friendly too. You can 
indulge yourself in shopping without overthinking. 
Bags, purses, jewelry, and footwear are some of the 
items that you can buy here. During January and 
mid-February every year, Numaish exhibition is held in 
Nampally, which is known for its unique designs and 
pocket-friendly articles. 

Antique Market, Murghi Chowk:
The antique market at Murghi Chowk is another gem 
to visit, every article sold here has a history and a 
story to tell. The articles sold here are crockery from 
the Nizam era, you can also fi nd old coins, pots, 
chandeliers, and many more from the British and 
Nizam period. When you look at these items on the 
road, you are transported to different eras. 

Location: Muslim Jung Pul and Purana Pul of the 
old city
Timings: 6AM to 10.30 PM 

Location: near Monda Market, Shivaji Nagar, 
Hyderabad.
Timings: 11 AM to 10.30 PM 

Location: Secunderabad

Location: near Clock tower, Murgi Chowk.
Timings: 11 AM to 9.30 PM
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INTERIORS 

Top 10 Tips to keep your
Green plants healthy

How to take care of indoor 
plants: Step by step

Everyone loves nature. People enjoy nature when taking 
a walk in the park, garden etc. and breathe the fresh 
air produced by these plants. However, our routine 

work disconnects our bond with nature, which is why 
many people are now engaging in interior gardening 

where one can grow and nurture green plants at home. 
Nevertheless, taking care of plants is not an easy task. 
If you are a beginner and are new to horticulture, then 
here are some easy methods and tips to take care of 

your indoor plants.

Select the right plant:
Not all plants can grow in the same soil under the 
same weather conditions. Every plant requires different 
soil conditions and different climatic conditions, to 
help it grow. For instance, an apple tree cannot be 
grown in soil with heavy clay or compact sub soil. 
Kerry Meyers, who had done her masters in horticulture 
from the University of Minnesota uses a small tip 'right 
plant, right place.' 

Feel the Soil to fi nd out the right 
amount of water to be poured:
If you are unsure about how much quantity of water 
is required for your potted plants, here is the golden 
rule. The rule is, one needs to check the soil whether 
it is dry or not. After checking the soil, if you feel it is 
dry, the plant needs water. Another tip is, if the leaves 
of the plant are discoloured or shrivelled then it needs 
extra water than the amount you pour into it. One has 
to be careful while watering plants as obstruction 
of plant growth occurs if the soil is either too dry or 
overwatered.
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Indoor plants needs Stability:
It  may sound strange to you but it is true that indoor 
plants need stability. Plants grow better once they get 
adjusted to the surroundings hence fi nding the right 
spot with the right amount of temperature and sunlight 
are important. Frequent shifting of the plant from one 
place to another disturbs the plant growth. It is important 
to remember that a majority of interior plants prefer 
temperatures between 65 degrees Fahrenheit to 75 
degrees Fahrenheit.

Prune the dead Stuff: 
Prune your plants at regular intervals in order to remove 
dead parts or old growth to help its regrowth. Another 
reason for pruning is it benefi ts the plant and keeps it 
healthy. Use pruning tools like gardening scissors, shears 
or you could use your hands as well. Shaving off dead 
branches or stems tends to avoid the attraction of insects, 
especially bugs.

Watch out for Yellow, Droopy or Wilted 
leaves:
Before using fertiliser to the plants, consult your local 
horticulturalists who will guide you on which type of 
fertiliser to use, how much fertiliser and when etc. Plants 
need specifi c fertilisers in order to grow healthy. For 
instance, if you are growing fl owering plants, your plant 
requires more Potassium content whereas a foliage 
plant requires high nitrogen content in potting soil. Using 
the right type of fertiliser with the right amount aids the 
yellow, droopy or wilted leaves.

Always use Pots with Drainage Holes:
When you are buying pots for interior plants, make sure to 
buy pots with drain holes. The main advantage of buying 
pots with drainage holes is it allows the roots to receive 
air. It safeguards the plants from the risk of rotten roots 
and dry leaves due to stagnation of water or overwatering.

Most Interior plants grow well in areas 
having higher humidity:
Have you ever heard of the fact that most interior plants 
grow well in areas having higher humidity? It is said that 
dry air can harm some plants, especially tropical plants. 
In order to prevent dry air in the room, you need to get a 
humidifi er to keep the air moist in the room that is home to 
your adored plants. You can also use a spray bottle, when 
watering your plants in order to provide extra moisture. 

Avoid the use tea or coffee as a 
fertiliser for your plants:
Do not use leftover remains of tea or coffee as a fertiliser 
to your plants, as it attracts insects which will damage the 
growth of your plants.

Regularly Dust Your Plants:
Dust your plants regularly as plants collect too much dust 
on their leaves. Due to accumulation of dust on the leaves, 
plants do not receive sunlight which they need to survive. 
Always remember to wipe away the dust on both sides 
with a wet cloth.

Conclusion:
House plants are considered as natural ornaments which 
beautify our interiors. Not only do they act as beauty 
ornaments for home, they also purify the air and boost 
our mood. Finally, taking care of plants is not an easy task 
but one can handle them elegantly by following the tips or 
hacks as suggested in this article.  
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PETS

Paws for the Summers
Brands that are Making Advances in Canine Fashion 

Mehak Walia writes about adorable canine fashion and the woof-iest, must-shop-from Indian brands that are putting their paws 
fi rst when it comes to this industry. 

Our little furry friends are already adorable to 
the point of giving us pawdorable syndrome. 
Each one of them have their own personalities 

and identities and it’s a delight for the parents to 
watch them grow and glow in their own unique 
elements. 

Well, what better way is there to help them express 
their own unique swag or quirks than some fashion 
tailored especially for them. To make it more special, 
you can also twin with your furry kid for that pawsome 
fashion moment. The possibilities are endless here 
with a renewed interest and a growth spurt in the 
canine fashion industry.

Brands experimenting with canine fashion are serving 
unique accessories to jazz up the lives of our four-
legged companions and they have been making buzz 
for a while, around the globe. 

So, to bring out the fashionable paws for this summer, here 
are some Indian brands making the couture and fashion 
dreams come true for our furry babies:

Source: Fashionista.com

Pawsindia

Pawsindia is a one-stop-shop for all pet parents. They have 
an amazing curation of foods, toys, beds, leashes, and of 
course, clothing. Believe me, if our beloved pet kids could 
use the Internet they would be spending hours here. 

This store has a very well-curated collection of T-shirts and 
pants that they would love to fl aunt for a playdate. But, the 
real treat is their matching sets for you to twin with your 
furry kid as a proud parent(aww!). This can be a great gift 
for their birthday party! 
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Heads up for Tails 

This brand has collections that are as unique a collection 
as its name. They also serve our feline friends and birds 
along with our baby dogs. Apart from their nearly purrfect 
collection of clothing accessories which range from shoes 
and socks, bow ties and bandanas, t-shirts, sweatshirts, 
sweaters and tuxes for the special days. 

Kitty and the Woof Gang 

As the name suggests, this brand is for the kitties and the 
puppies. They market themselves as a designer brand 
for our very fashion-forward friend because they deserve 
some couture moments too. 

If you are struggling to fi nd special occasion wear for your 
babies, look no further, they have tuxedos, Indian wear, 
party wear, and Christmas-themed accessories too. They 
also have raincoats and hoodies for any temperatures, 
rainy or cold. 

That Dog In Tuxedo 

Are you and your babies DC fans? This is the website for 
them with a plethora of fabulous licensed DC clothes, 
scarfs, accessories, and more, that too in all sizes and for 
all breeds. They also make everything extra paw-some 
with ethnic wear, tuxedos, shirts, bows, belts, and classy 
dresses for our dogs and cats. Are you ready to indulge 
away? 

These fashion brands are truly putting their best paw 
forward in elevating the fashion game for our furry little 
loves. Now that you have this ultimate list, we know where 
all of our salaries and savings are going- it’s time to shop 
for some purrfect outfi ts! 

Poochmate

Poochmate just launched their spring-summer 2022 
collection. They take dog fashion very seriously and not 
just that, they are one of the most affordable canine 
fashion brands which makes them perfect for stocking 
up on daily wear. In the clothing category, they provide 
options in stylish t-shirts, sweaters, dog shirts, jackets, and 
sweatshirts. They also design raincoats so that they don’t 
miss their favorite walk on those rainy days. They also sell 
earmuffs for more chilly weather and of course, bandanas 
for that extra fashion statement. 
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STREAMING 
NOW �������������

Tiger Shroff 
Tiger Shroff is very particular and keen about the types of fi lms 
he wants to make. Tiger, who is recognised for his high-spirited 
action sequences and incredible dance talent since his fi rst 
fi lm, Heropanti, is excited to try something new and different in 
Heropanti 2. The fi lm directed by Ahmad Khan and produced by 
Sajid Nadiadwala was released recently. He chats with Lipika 
Varma about his latest fi lms and more….

What does the fi lm Heropanti mean to you?

I’m very emotionally attached to this title because it is my 
fi rst fi lm. It has also been a challenging and emotional 
journey. This title is signifi cant with dad (Jacky Shroff) 
also, as it was his fi rst fi lm which proved to be a great hit 
and I had to take it forward. It is a huge responsibility for 
me and I’m hoping it will be successful. At the moment 
I’m very nervous as we're returning to the big celluloid 
after two years.

Does it make a diff erence when you face cameras 
after a long time?

Yes, it makes a huge difference, like everything, it 
requires practice! If you want to be better, you need more 
experience, and you improve along with the experience, 
making it easier.

What is your role in Heropanti? Are you only doing 
the action?

I play the role of a hacker. He is very good with technology 
and computers as he mostly lives in the world of his 
gadgets and computers. But, he is both fast in action 
and intelligent too. As I am not at all techno-savvy in 
real life, I researched and depended a lot on Ahmed sir. I 
just followed him as he had researched enough for this 
character.

How was it working with Nawaz? What did you 
learn from him?

I get nervous while sharing the screen space with Nawaz 
sir because he is a wonderful actor. He is very intimidating 
as he has a huge aura around him. With every take, he 
brings freshness and newness. As a co-actor, I have to 
be on my toes. I need to be vigilant with his dialogues 
and understand his pace, he changes his performance as 
his voice modulation varies. It's helpful for the co-actor 
because we display a variety of reactions, which you may 
have thought you'd never be able to do. 

Nawaz sir is always serious but he has performed this 
role very differently. He was totally into the character. 
It seemed diffi  cult for him to get out of character, in 
between takes, when we would relish our lunch he would 
still be in character. It is quite interesting to watch him.
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What should fans expect in this fi lm?

There are no similarities between the fi rst one and the 
second one as the story is different. In this fi lm, you will 
defi nitely get to watch different kinds of action. This fi lm 
can be watched with your children as there is not much 
violence and bloodshed. The story and action shouldn’t 
be looked at as gruesome, but rather as an artistic and 
aesthetic action, which can be seen in every frame. 

Quick questions- 

What has Tiger learnt from stardom? 

Along with stardom, you also get a certain sense of 
responsibility and understanding also. As an actor, I 
have instilled more confi dence in myself. As stars, we 
are always under the limelight, although we don't always 
come across positive things, certain negativity also has to 
be dealt with. 

How do you take the social media comments?

I read the comments defi nitely, as I get to learn a lot 
from them. In today’s time, on social media, anyone can 
write good or bad without even thinking. I would have 
gotten affected earlier but now I’m very used to all those 
comments. I try to evaluate and understand if it is hate 
or not. I appreciate comments which are constructive 
criticism.

What are your future fi lms?

Ganpat with Jacky- Bhagnani, Rambo and then with  
Akshay Kumar- Bade Miya Chote Miya

Recently, Shri Amitabh Bachchan tried Tiger’s kick 
style. How did it feel?

It’s a huge thing for me! Amitji is the original action hero, 
the angry young man of his time. I am inspired by the way 
he is dedicated to work and success, someday when I 
reach that age, I hope to have that kind of energy.

What did you do during the lockdown phase?

I started singing classes during the lockdown period. The 
entire industry had organized a concert on zoom. Karan 
[Johar] sir told me to sing as he had watched a singing 
video of mine on Instagram and he thought I sang well. I 
sang a number from the fi lm, ‘October’ and received a lot 
of love and appreciation for it.
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New OTT Releases
May appears to be an excellent month for new shows with fresh and intriguing plotlines that will keep us captivated for 
the entire week. From Netfl ix's Savage Beauty to Amazon Prime Video's Modern Love Mumbai, from the action-comedy 

Beast to the heartbreaking Kashmir Files, there's something for everyone. We've compiled a list of some of the best new 
OTT series to watch.

Check out the full list of movies and shows below 
that you shouldn't miss watching.

1. Modern Love: Mumbai
Streaming On : Amazon Prime Video.
Streaming Date : May 13th, 2022.
Directors : Nupur Asthana, Vishal Bhardwaj, Hansal 
Mehta, Shonali Bose, Dhruv Sehgal, and Alankrita 
Shrivastava
Modern Love is an anthology series starring Fatima Sana 
Shaikh, Chitrangada Singh, Arshad Warsi, Pratik Gandhi, 
Naseeruddin Shah, and Prateik Babbar, among others. 
The Chennai and Hyderabad versions of this series will 
release later this year. The series presents six unique 
stories from Mumbai depicting the concept of Love in 
terms of romantic, familial, marital, self, sexual, and other 
kinds of love.

2. Savage Beauty
Streaming On : Netfl ix
Streaming Date : May 12th, 2022.
Cast : Rosemary Zimu, Dumisani Mbebe, Nthati 
Moshesh, and others
Director : Lebongang Mogashoa.

Savage Beauty is a revenge drama that follows the 
story of Zinhle Mazzini who is the survivor of an illegal 
toxic product experiment conducted by the Bhengu 
Family. She returns to shatter the foundations of the 
Bhengu family by becoming the face of their fashion 
empire.
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3. Kashmir Files 
Streaming On : Zee 5 App
Streaming Date : May 13th, 2022
Cast : Anupam Kher, Darshan Kumar, Mithun Chakraborty, 
Puneet Issar, Pallavi Joshi, Mrinal Kulkarni, and others
Director : Vivek Agnihotri
Kashmir Files movie has been the talk of the country 
from the day of its release. There have been so many 
controversies, debates, and opinions about the movie 
because it portrays the grievous narrative of the 
suffering, and struggle of the Kashmiri Pandits in 1990. 
The critics and the audience have applauded the realistic 
performances of the actors.

5. Operation Mincemeat 
Streaming On : Netfl ix
Streaming Date : May 11th, 2022.
Cast : Colin Firth, Kelly Macdonald, Lorne MacFadyen, 
Matthew Macfadyen, and others
Director : John Madden

This movie is based on the book Operation Mincemeat: 
The True Spy Story that Changed the Course of World 
War II, written by Ben Macintyre. It is the retelling of facts 
surrounding the British scheme in hopes of capturing 
Sicily and confusing Hitler. But they face the challenge to 
protect an invasion force from the German fi repower and 
prevent a massacre.

4. Sneakerella
Streaming On : Disney+Hotstar
Streaming Date : May 13th. 2022.
Cast : Chosen Jacobs, Lexi Underwood, Devyn Nekoda, 
John Salley, and others
Director : Elizabeth Allen Rosenbaum.

The American comedy movie Sneakrella is a re-telling 
of the fairy tale Cinderella in a present-day backdrop. 
The narrative focuses on a sneaker designer El. His 
dedication pays off when a fairy godfather assists him 
in entering Darius King's Gala. He attracts the attention 
of Kiara but before she can inquire about his sneaker 
designs, El disappears and leaves behind one of his 
shoes. Will Kiara be able to fi nd him again?
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6. Beast
Streaming On : Netfl ix, and Sun NXT
Streaming Date : May 11th, 2022
Cast : Ilayathalapathy Vijay, Pooja Hegde, 
Selvaraghavan, Aparna Das, and others.
Director : Nelson Dilipkumar.

The Tamil action-comedy movie beast starring 
Ilayathalapathy Vijay is one of the exciting movies to 
watch this week. The movie revolves around Ex-Raw 
Agent Veera Raghavan who is on a mission to rescue 
civilians held hostage by terrorists in a shopping mall.

8. Puzhu
Streaming On : Sony LIV App
Streaming Date : May 13th, 2022
Cast : Mammooty, Parvathy Thirovothu
Director : Ratheena PT
Directed by the debutant Ratheena PT, Puzhu is 
a Malayalam crime featuring Mammootty as the 
antagonist in the movie. Puzhu is an interesting story 
that revolves around the trust issues and relationship 
between a father and son and their family dynamics. 
The movie will be released directly on the digital 
platform instead of the theatrical release.

7. Aadha Ishq
Streaming On : Voot Select
Streaming Date : May 12th, 2022
Cast : Kunal Roy Kapur, Aamna Sharif, Guarva Arora, 
Darsheel Safary, Suchitra Pillai, and others
Director : Nandita Mehra

The romantic drama Aadha Ishq is an exciting web 
series set in the beautiful snowy peaks of Gulmarg, 
Mussorie. The story revolves around a married woman 
who falls in love with another man but there is a twist 
in the tale, her daughter also falls in love with the same 
person complicating the romantic story into an explosive 
incomplete love story.
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